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ST. LOUIS (KMOX) -- Missouri Congressman Todd Akin says the U.S. Navy is dragging its feet about buying more St. Louis-made F-18 Super Hornets, "It seems like we've gone from deliberation to dithering."  

The Republican from St. Louis County tells KMOX News he thinks he knows why, "What seems to be going on is they want to take the risk of being short on F-18s, hoping in five years the Joint Strike Fighter will come in. They're gambling an awful lot to be more than 100 planes short over that period of time."

Congressman Akin says that means the Navy could wind up with empty aircraft carriers ---a problem that would easily be solved if the Navy would only buy Boeing's F-18's, "It's really a fine aircraft. Someday it will be replaced by the Joint Strike Fighter. I'm sure that one day will be a great plane, too. The point of the matter is it's not ready yet." 

And with delays and cost overruns, the Congressman says it's not clear exactly when the Joint Strike Fighter might be ready to roll.
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